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It’s Not Too Late for a Flu Shot
By Annette Dunn, R.N., B.S.
School Health Services

The flu season typically lasts from October to May, with most
cases occurring between December through March. Ideally, it is
most effective to receive the flu vaccine prior to the flu season.
However, getting it later in the season does offer protection. In
other words, it is not too late to get your flu shot!

Who should get a flu shot? The Centers for Disease Control
recommends that everyone over the age of six months should be
vaccinated. It is especially important for those people who are
immuno-compromised, or under the age of four years, or over 50.

There are other high-risk groups that should be vaccinated too, so please check
with your health care provider.

How can my family get a flu shot? There are many resources for flu vaccine 
in our community, including your doctor or health care provider. There are also
Web sites like www.flu.gov. to help you find one. The Orange County Health Care
Agency is another good resource, at www.ochealthinfo.com.

What if I get the flu? If you are feeling flu-like symptoms such as fever, aches,
chills, cough and a runny nose, please remember to stay home from school or
work except when seeking medical care. The flu can be easily spread in popu-
lated settings just by airborne droplets. And the CDC recommends that you stay
home for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone.

Merry Grasska
RN, MPH, FNP-C
Health Services

Coordinator

Preschool Enrollment 2011–2012 School Year
The Newport-Mesa Unified School District (N-MUSD) Preschool

Program has gained statewide and national recognition for its
quality program, which prepares young children to succeed in the
K–12 system and beyond.

Our high-quality preschool program provides children with a broad
range of experiences to develop age-appropriate skills in social-emo-
tional, language, literacy, cognitive and motor developmental domains.
We utilize research-based curricula aligned with kindergarten standards.

Children in our program experience preschool as a place with
caring adults who are fully engaged with children’s learning
throughout the instructional day. Families are important in the 
education process, and we strive to engage all families in mean-
ingful partnerships.

Families living in the N-MUSD attendance boundaries are encouraged to
become a part of our program. N-MUSD preschools are now enrolling three- and
four-year-old children for the 2012–2013 school year. We have state-funded
and/or tuition-based programs at 10 elementary school sites: College Park, Davis
Magnet, Harbor View, Killybrooke, Paularino, Pomona, Rea, Sonora, Whittier and
Wilson Schools. All of our programs are fully licensed and follow the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Standards for Accreditation.

Please call our School Readiness Resource Center at (949) 515-6622 for more
information about how to enroll. There are scheduled opportunities for prospective
families to view a classroom in action.

Peggy Nguyen
Coordinator

Early Childhood
Education

By Caroline Wilkes, Student
Ensign Intermediate School

This year, Ensign Intermediate
School is offering a new elective
class—orchestra! 

This class is taught by Mrs. Grenier, who also
teaches beginning and concert band and choir.
Students can choose from many different string
instruments, including violin, viola, cello, and bass.

Last year, orchestra and beginning band was a
joint class. However, this year, Mrs. Grenier and
her students are excited to have two separate
classes because, as Nelson Morales, a current
eighth-grade orchestra member, stated, “It’s much
better this year because we get to have more time
with Mrs. Grenier, and we play better because we
have her full attention instead of having to share
her with the band students.”

Mrs. Grenier’s goal for her orchestra students 
is for them to be able to read music well and to
improve their musical abilities with their instruments
by the end of the year.
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@SchoolNewsRC The Smile You’ve
Always Wanted!
• Warm and Friendly Staff
• Individual Attention
• Personally Tailored Treatment
• Comprehensive Early Treatment
• Guaranteed Retention System
• Meets or Exceeds OSHA Standards
• Controlled Volume of Patients
• Flexible Financial Arrangements
• Lingual, Invisalign & Clear Braces

STARNES ORTHODONTICS
Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics for Children & Adults

1401 Avocado Ave., Suite 210, Newport Beach, CA 92660

(949) 720-8145

Heidi B. Starnes, D.D.S., M.S.

can give you

The Smile You’ve
Always Wanted!

(714) 435-1150
1545 Nutmeg Place • Costa Mesa

drkhadem@costamesaoptometry.com

www.costamesaoptometry.com

Did you know:
Learning problems may be related to vision?
Comprehensive eye exams can detect 
learning-related vision problems by evaluating
vision, eye tracking and eye focusing skills?

Neda Khadem, O.D.

Costa Mesa Optometry 
offers comprehensive 

eye exams and vision care 
for the entire family.



4 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92628
714/966-4000 www.ocde.us

Gang Prevention Collaboration
It has been noted that one of the best ways to prevent youth

from joining gangs is to strengthen families and schools. This
includes improving community supervision and parent and
teacher training on youth management and interpersonal skills
development. This idea, endorsed by the office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), is the foundation
for the recently successful gang prevention conferences hosted
by the Orange County Department of Education (OCDE), Safe
Schools and Support Services Office (Safe Schools). 

In 2010, OCDE was awarded funding from the Orange County
Health Care Agency to provide school-based mental health services,
including county-wide gang prevention, early intervention, mediation,
crisis response, and training. 

The Overarching Goals Included: 
• Collaborate with school districts, community organizations, law enforce

ment, and faith-based organizations to provide a comprehensive under
standing of why youth join gangs, how to support their exit from gang 
involvement, and what resources are available

• Train service providers and mental health professionals on best practice 
techniques for working with gang-involved youth

• Provide a multi-disciplinary forum to share evidence-based strategies 
proven effective with high-risk youth

One strategy used to meet these goals was hosting a series of Gang Prevention

William M.
Habermehl
Superintendent

Experience H Quality H Access Guarantee

Dr. Reda recognized by his 
peers and the Orange County
Medical Assoc. in his field as 

one of the TOP DOCTORS in 
OC and Southern California.

Call today for a complimentary consultation
to meet with one of our physicians. 

Zacharia Reda MD, FAAP, FCCP
Newborn and Pediatrics
Pediatric Pulmonary & Critical Care
L.M. Feingold MD, FAAP
J.A. Rothman MD, FAAP
Ferdinand Del Mundo MD, FAAP
Christine Kornu MD, FAAP
Elsa Fernandez MD, FAAP
William Holm MD, FAAP
Pediatric Endocrinology
Angela Gagliardi MD, FAAP

www.newportchildren.com

949-644-0970
FASHION ISLAND OFFICE
1401 Avocado St., Suite 802
Newport Beach, CA 92660

HOAG OFFICE – NEW LOCATION
1640 Newport Blvd., Suite 210

Costa Mesa, CA 92627

HUNTINGTON BEACH OFFICE
17822 Beach Blvd., #373 / 374
Huntington Beach, CA 92647

Primary Pediatric & Adolescent Care
H Same Day Appointment Guaranteed by B.C. Physician
H After Hours, Weekend & Holiday Care
H Voted by their peers as “Top Doctors” 

in OC & America
H 24/7 Board Certified Physician Coverage

Specialists Trained In:
H Pediatric Emergencies & Critical Care
H Pediatric Asthma & Pulmonary Care
H Pediatric Endocrinology & Diabetes
H Growth Disorder & Weight Control
H Pediatric & Adult Sports Medicine
H Fitness Evaluation & Injury Prevention
H Nutrition Evaluation

SPECIALISTS IN PEDIATRICS AT
HOAG AND CHOC HOSPITALS
All our Physicians are Board Certified 
by the American Board of Pediatrics.

H FREE Return Phone Call
H FREE Prescription Refill
H FREE School Forms
H Most Insurance Accepted

Serving O.C. for 35 Years

SEE OC DEPT OF EDUCATION • PAGE 19
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Newport Beach Fire Department
P.O. Box 1768, Newport Beach, CA 92658 • 949/644-3104

Are You Prepared for a Disaster?
The Newport Beach Fire Department invites all residents to join our

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program. CERT is a nationally
recognized, Department of Homeland Security training program, which teaches
residents how to be prepared for unexpected disasters.

This spring, the Newport Beach Fire Department will hold two CERT 
programs: a Tuesday and Thursday evening class, which begins on Tuesday,
February 28, and an all-day Saturday class, which begins on Saturday, March 3.
The CERT program is a complete, 28-hour certification which teaches residents
about disaster preparedness, disaster psychology, light search and rescue, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, disaster medical operations, and fire suppression.
Upon course completion, all CERT volunteers are certified disaster service
workers, ready to help themselves, their neighbors, and their community in times
of need. The program is free of charge to Newport Beach residents and is $40 for
non-residents.

The Newport Beach CERT
program schedules and applica-
tions are available on the city of
Newport Beach Web site at
www.newportbeachca.gov,
under the Fire Department 
link or at www.nbcert.org.
Interested participants can 
also e-mail Community
Preparedness Coordinator 
Matt Brisbois at nbcert@nbfd.net
or call (949) 644-3112 for 
additional program information.

17100 Euclid St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Combining sophisticated technology with sensitivity
for treating sick and critically ill children, our family-centered

philosophy of care, including a dedicated Child Life Specialist and specially

trained pediatric nurses, provides reassurance and emotional support for

you and your child, right alongside our advanced medical care. At the

Orange County Institute of Pediatrics at Fountain Valley Regional Hospital,

we help to heal your child’s hurt.

YOU TRY KEEPING THEMHEALTHY
WHEN THEY’RE SICK, WE PROVIDE EXPERT CARE.

� Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)

� Pediatric Unit and Pediatric Intensive

Care Unit (PICU)

� Full Complement of Surgical and

Non-Surgical Pediatric Subspecialties

� Dedicated, specially-equipped

Pediatric Transport Unit, available 24/7

� Pediatric Sedation Services

� Experienced Pediatric Nurses

� Dedicated Social Worker

� Child Life Specialist

� Pediatric Playroom

� Teen Room

� Pet Therapy

NEED A DOCTOR? CALL (714) 979-1408
FOR A FREE PHYSICIAN REFERRAL OR

VISIT WWW.FOUNTAINVALLEYHOSPITAL.COM
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Financial Tips

Empower Your Future: Invest in Yourself
One of the longest lasting, if not, the best investment you can
make is investing in yourself. Doing so can help improve your
earning power, provide you with a sense of satisfaction and
comfort in life especially towards your golden years. There are
so many avenues of investing in your future: personal health,
financial health, knowledge and skills, amongst others.

•• PPeerrssoonnaall HHeeaalltthh:: Your health determines how effective you 
are and your ability to focus. Living a healthy lifestyle is not 
an easy task and takes an effort on ones’ part. Take the time 
to exercise, eat well, sleep well and spend time with family 
and friends.

•• FFiinnaanncciiaall HHeeaalltthh:: Making saving a habit will help you face any unforeseen 
financial challenges that may come your way and will get you through most 
hard times. Live simply and within your means. Since the tax season is just 
around the corner, if you are one of the lucky ones who might be receiving a 
tax refund from the Internal Revenue Service, use the funds wisely. Pay down 
one of your loans or credit cards, set aside some for savings or open an 
Individual Retirement Account. You may even save money for a down payment 
on a new car or towards the purchase of a home.

•• KKnnoowwlleeddggee aanndd SSkkiillllss:: It’s important that you take the time to improve your 
skills and knowledge and even acquiring new talents or hobbies along the way. 
The more you know, the better off you are! You’ll have a better chance of 
selling yourself to prospective employers in this current competitive market 
if you are thinking of moving jobs or changing careers. Knowledge is wealth 
and you’re likely to enjoy life more.

Jeffrey A. Napper
President & CEO
LBS Financial 
Credit Union

Need a Job?
Come to YES, we can help you!!

Austin P. creating a delicious burger
as a cook at The Counter in

Newport Beach

YES is a non-profit agency serving as a bridge between young people seeking employment and a 
business community seeking enthusiastic, capable employees.

YES serves youth and young adults ages 16 – 22 
We have a variety of different job listings on our job board.

Come in today to see what job fits you!!

114 E. 19th Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(Across from Mother’s Market Parking Lot)

949-642-0474
www.yesworks.org

“The manager said that I was the first one he called
to hire. He said that he was really impressed with my
professionalism. It really paid off going through the
YES program. Thank you!”

– Marjaneh E., hired at Starbucks

“I got hired ON THE SPOT at my interview tonight at
the movie theatre at the mall. I want to thank YES for
teaching me all the employment skills that I needed and
for devoting your time and energy to me personally!”

– Sammantha H., hired at Century Theatre

“YES gave me the support and resources I needed to
become my full potential in the job market. Before
YES I didn't think I could get a job in this economy.
Now I'm more certain then ever of my skills.”

– Yorel P., hired at Happy Yogurt

Walk-In Hours: Tuesdays – Fridays 1:00pm – 5:00pm

FREE Tax Returns 
for 1st Year Educators 

Carlson Accountancy Corporation
The Missing Piece to your Financial Puzzle

Roger W. Carlson, CPA
(714) 838-8090

All Others 
Get A 

20% Discount

FREE Tax Returns 
for 1st Year Educators 

Teacher Tax Specialist

Free list of 75 educator’s deductions • CPA–over 20 years exp.
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Nutrition Services
2985 A Bear Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-5000 • www.nmusd.us/depts/ns/resources_parent.php

Small Changes Make a Big Difference
By Pam Williams, M.P.H., R.D., Nutritionist

Throughout the media, we hear that the United States has an
obesity problem. We are exercising less, eating fewer fruits and
vegetables, and drinking more sodas than we did in the past. But
this is no longer true for Yolanda Torres and her family. For five
weeks, Mrs. Torres attended the Network for a Healthy California’s
Nutrition Institute at College Park Elementary School. Here, she
learned how to improve her health and the health of her family.

“Our family has made quite a few changes, and we are so happy
we did,” she said with a smile. “First, we got rid of the sodas and

replaced them with water. Second, we eat together and pile our plates with more
fruits and vegetables than ever before. And third, we exercise together, too. We
walk, run, or ride our bikes for 40 minutes to an hour.”

Are these changes making a difference? “My husband and I have lost weight
by making these changes,” Mrs. Torres said. “I used to take medication for pain in
my legs, but with all of the physical activity, water and fresh fruits and vegetables,
I no longer have the pain and…no more medicine.”

Mrs. Torres added, “My husband and I are getting to know our children better
because we now spend a lot of time together. Small changes are making a big 
difference!”

Richard Greene
Director of

Nutrition Services

District Transportation
2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-8903

New Year, New Drivers 
For many bus drivers, delivering our students safely every day

is more than a job. It’s a passion and a life-long calling.
So it is with this in mind that we reflect and honor some of our

fantastic drivers that, within the last year or so, have chosen to
enter the next phase of their lives. It is doubtful that these drivers
will miss the early morning pre-trips, the late night returns from
field trips, or traffic on the roads.

However, they will certainly miss the connections that they
have made with customers and fellow staff. More significantly, they

will miss the difference they made in the thousands of student lives that they
touched. And we will definitely miss them. 

So we say a fond goodbye to drivers Lori Fleurent, Ellen Wilder, Greg Kruly,
Susanne Brown, Taraur (T.R.) Ria, Willie Pickering and Erica Aviles. Our trans-
portation department will not be the same without them. 

Although we can never replace such quality people in our hearts, we can
replace them in the drivers’ compartments of our buses!

The process for training new school bus drivers is an ongoing one that is both
lengthy and thorough. It should be, too, since those who are selected are charged
with driving our children.

Only the safest drivers make it through the multiple safety screenings, class-
room training, behind-the-wheel training, CHP testing and hiring process. We
have recently hired some high quality people who we are sure will serve our stu-
dents, parents and community well.

Pete Meslin
Director

English Language Learners
2985 A Bear Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-8983

Happy New Year! 
This 2012 year promises to be a great one for the thousands of

English learners in the Newport-Mesa Unified School District! 
Our parents and guardians are busy learning about educational

culture and language. The District English Learner Advisory
Committee (DELAC) meets once a month to help them navigate
the often complex explanations. This group is led by eight DELAC
co-officers who demonstrate extraordinary leadership and vision.

During the rest of the school year, DELAC will be treated to a
number of different speakers who will address topics of interest to

parents. This month we will greet Dr. Steve McLaughlin, our director of secondary
instruction and curriculum. He will walk us through high school graduation
requirements and then answer questions. 

Our students are intent on learning. Therefore a myriad of activities and 
interventions are in place at each school to ensure that every student is receiving
the targeted instruction they need. For example, we have assessed each English
learner as to their specific instructional reading level so that we can target the
appropriate interventions if they are struggling.

Moreover, our goal is to reclassify every learner to Reclassified Fluent English
Proficient (R-FEP). So prior to February 24, 2012, each school is examining the
reclassification criteria to make sure that all eligible students will be reclassified.

This is an exciting time for celebration, as hundreds of our former ELs will
now be reclassified to R-FEP! 

We continue to focus laser-like on student achievement for each of our English
learners!

Karen Kendall
Director

(949) 722-9010
2131 Westcliff Dr., Suite 200,  Newport Beach, CA 92660

www.BarkateSmiles.com (Please see page 13)
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Adams Elementary (K–6)
2850 Club House Road, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7935

The Big Bash!
Adams Elementary School held a Big Bash in November to

reward 76 students who sold over 10 items or items that totaled
$100 or more in a Cherrydale fund-raiser. The items sold included
various gift items, gift wrap and candies. Students sold Cherrydale
items using online shopping as well as traditional sales to family
and friends. Many students were motivated by the exciting prizes
for them.

The Big Bash featured fun games, music and activities,
including The Chicken Dance” and The Cha Cha Slide, which

allowed students to play, win prizes and have fun in the multipurpose room for an
hour. Second-grader Espi Logan especially enjoyed the Chicken Dance, the limbo
was Devion Barnes’s favorite activity, and Alyssa Brich loved the purple blinking
ring she won in the Limbo Contest.

This fund-raiser brought in $6,500 for Adams School, which will be used to
support the enriching educational programs Adams offers, like Art Masters. The Big
Bash and the Cherrydale Fundraiser happened thanks to the dedicated efforts of
Adams School PTA Volunteers.

California Elementary  (K–6)
3232 California Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7940

Six Weeks of Science
In January, we were lucky to have “Dr. Mike” come in to do a

science presentation for our second- and third-grade students. 
Dr. Mike has the amazing ability to capture the students’ attention
with his enthusiasm for science and his water-bottle rocket
launcher. While the children are enthralled with how high the
rockets are flying, he is able to teach them about the physics
involved in launching the bottle as well as the laws of gravity when
it returns to Earth.

Another science class that we are excited to have as a part of
our after-school selection is our Brain Builders, which uses con-

struction blocks.
The students
began their first
six-week session
of the class, in
which they learn
about the science
behind the
building of many
different types of
structures.

We have two
more six-week 
sessions scheduled
that will be based
around catapults
and race cars.

Back Bay/Monte Vista
390 Monte Vista Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6900

Preparing Students for Independent Success
Monte Vista High School students will complete their first

semester in the coming weeks. Independent study students are on
the same calendar as the comprehensive sites. The biggest differ-
ence is that, when you are enrolled in independent study, you
attend school for a minimum of two hours weekly, complete the
majority of academic work at home, and are enrolled in one course
at a time. The average course takes three full weeks to complete,
or about 60 hours. Student course work with Monte Vista runs 
parallel to the district requirements for graduation. Course work,

technology proficiency, California High School Exit Exams, and community
service requirements for Back Bay and Monte Vista are identical to the district’s
requirements for Estancia, Costa Mesa, Corona del Mar, and Newport Harbor
High Schools. Students in tenth and eleventh grades are also subject to the same
state-level testing as all California state students.

Frequently students who are working full-time, attending a community 
college, preparing for a competitive sport, or suffering from an illness which 
prevents them from attending school on a daily basis will choose independent
study. If you are interested in working independently, talk to your school counselor.
You can also contact the school directly by calling Kelly at (949) 515-3389.

Roy O. Andersen
1900 Port Seabourne Way, Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-6935

CAN (Children Addressing Needs) Adopt-A-Family Project
Andersen classrooms were brimming with gifts galore,
Toasters, sweaters, toys, and oh so much more!
Andersen CAN is our program for school outreach.
The children have learned through giving more than we could teach.
With parents, teachers, and the student council planting the seed,
Our school collaborated to help those in need.
Andersen adopted seven families to make sprits bright
To both those who are in need and those sharing the delight!
Capturing the families and our student’s smiles,
Has made our CAN outreach incredibly worthwhile!

For our
next commu-
nity service
projects,
Andersen
CAN will be
collecting
sports
clothing
ongoing and
provide sports
uniforms 
to impover-
ished and 
disadvantaged
children
throughout
the world.

Elementary (K–6)

High School

Laura Vlasic
Principal

Gabriel DelReal
Principal

Debbie -Lucker Davis
Principal

Matthew
Broesamle

Principal

Andersen CAN shares donated gifts to 
the Murillo family during the holiday season.
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College Park Elementary  (K–6)
2380 Notre Dame Road, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7960

Building Healthy Habits Early
College Park Elementary School continues to take pride in its

ongoing nutrition and exercise education programs. Recently, the
largest class of parents graduated from the Parent Nutrition
Institute, a six-week fall course that taught preparation of healthy
meals and habits as well as tips for shopping on a budget. All par-
ticipants kept track of their weight loss, and four were responsible
for 100 pounds lost by the end of the program. “Weigh” to go!

Currently, cooking classes for the whole family are being offered
at College Park on one Wednesday per month from 1:15–2 p.m. In

addition, physical education instructor Kim O’Shea Barney has implemented the
Fit Club, a once-weekly after-school program filled with age-specific fitness and
sports activities for students. Beginning in February, Thursday Running Club
practices will be led by College Park teachers Julie Smith and Greg Wotta. They
will prepare the students for the Spirit Run on March 4, Costa Mesa Community
Run on April 28 and KROC (Kids Run the Orange County Marathon) on May 5.

In a world where lack of exercise and fast food prevail, teachers and staff are
dedicated to teaching students and parents how to stay fit, eat healthy and do
better in school because of it. As sixth-grader Hanna Carrillo puts it, “It (KROC)
is really fun to do because they teach us exercises, and you get to hang out with
other kids from school while doing something fun…you don’t know that you’re
exercising because you’re having so much fun!”

Corona Del Mar High School 
2101 Eastbluff Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-6000

eReading
Back in 2000, Stephen King released Riding

the Bullet solely as an eBook, the first time this
had been done. It was such a big hit that he went
on to do another book shortly thereafter. Here at
the Corona del Mar High School (CdMHS) Library,
we are also attempting to break new ground by
offering eBook selections. 

The CdMHS Library recently purchased more
than 100 eBooks, primarily fiction. There are many
uses for eBooks aside from personal reading enjoy-

ment. These electronic resources are excellent for teaching instruction, use in
computer labs, and research. Although some argue that eBooks will eventually
make print materials obsolete, our mission is to support the teaching curriculum
and provide students with other options for their reading requirements. Students
are more engaged with eBooks through the use of highlighting, note taking, and
word playback, which are accessed through interactive features. A wide range of
reading levels are available in eBook format, including graphic novels and reluc-
tant reader picks for our English-language learners, Special Education students,
and those reading below grade level. All this is available without any special
reading device and can be downloaded to any computer free of charge within
seconds. Of course, not having to worry about returning the eBook on time is
always a plus with busy students, as it automatically returns after the allotted
time period.

Technology changes the way we operate but it doesn’t change the importance
of libraries and reading skills. CdMHS Library is excited about the possibilities
this new technology has to offer.

Costa Mesa High School (7–12)
2650 Fairview Road, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-8700

Leaders in ROP Enrollment!
Costa Mesa High School students signed up in

record numbers for the upcoming spring semester
Coastline ROP classes! Students taking ROP are
involved in rigorous and high-quality programs that
contribute to their academic and career achieve-
ment. With courses such as Medical Nursing
Careers Internship, Fire Science 101, Retail Sales
and Merchandising Internship, and Automotive
Technology, there is certainly something for
everyone! In many of these courses, students are

training in actual business and industry facilities such as automotive dealerships,
hospitals and financial institutions. Students who take ROP gain a unique edge in
the workforce by successfully completing ROP classes.

ROP provides students with valuable career and technical education so that
students can enter the workforce with skills and competencies to be successful,
pursue advanced training in postsecondary institutions, and upgrade existing
skills and knowledge. ROPs are a major resource in California’s workforce-
development system to address the shortage of highly qualified, skilled and
diverse workforce. Most importantly, ROP classes are giving our Mesa students
the opportunity to learn both academic and occupational skills for future success
in a career of a student’s choosing.

Congratulations, Costa Mesa High School ROP students—have a terrific
semester!

(7–12)

Davis Magnet School (K–6)
1050 Arlington Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-7930

After-School Academy Classes
All Davis Magnet School students in grades K–6 have the 

opportunity to attend fee-based After-School Academy classes.
Four different five-week after-school enrichment cycles are offered
throughout the school year. Each class meets on a particular day
of the week immediately after the regular school day ends.

The After School Academy classes being offered in our second
session are Make a Museum, designed for students in kindergarten;
Art and the Sea, designed for students in grades 1–2; Crystals,
Gems, and Minerals, designed for students in grades 3–4; and

Video Game Analysis, designed for students in grades 4–6. These After School
Academy classes are very popular, and each section fills up fast. We look forward
to offering students at all grade levels a variety of unique and enriching after-
school learning opportunities as the school year unfolds.

Our next two five-week After School Academy sessions will begin in March
and May. The course content and the grade-level offerings for our various After
School Academy classes will be determined as we move through the year.

In addition, Davis Magnet School offers fee-based After School Academy
classes in Academic Chess, LEGO Club and LEGO Robotics. Coming soon are
fee-based After School Academy foreign language classes, including Spanish,
Mandarin and Cantonese. In addition, free table hockey tournaments are offered
one Saturday per month.

At Davis Magnet School our mission is learning—after school, too! Bookmark
our Davis Magnet School website, and visit often!

Julie McCormick
Principal

Tim Bryan
Principal, 9-12

Grade

Guy Olguin
Principal, 7-8

Grade

Aaron Peralta
Principal, 7-8

Grade

Phil D’Agostino
Principal, 9-12

Grade Dr. Kevin Rafferty
Principal



10 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

Eastbluff Elementary  (K–6)
2627 Vista del Oro, Newport Beach, CA 92660 • 949/515-5920

So Much to Celebrate
Eastbluff Elementary School was selected once again as an

Honor Roll School, a statewide recognition of academic excellence
from the California Business for Educational Excellence
Foundation. This acknowledges our students’ hard work and
achievement on the 2011 California Standardized Testing And
Reporting (STAR) assessment and met the following criteria: we
met our Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) goals, and proficiency
levels were above 80 percent. We also continue to be recognized
by The Orange County Register as a Bronze Level School!

Eastbluff has a strong commitment to the academic achievement of all 
students as we focus on our professional learning communities. We are utilizing
the Voyager and Lexia literacy intervention programs to address the needs of 
students who are struggling in reading. These programs are used in kindergarten
through sixth grade for targeted, small-group instruction within the Universal
Access portion of the school day. These state-approved reading intervention 
programs address the big five reading components: phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Reading and math intervention
are provided through our Learning Lab with Ms. Adams, Ms. Bixler, and Ms. Yoffa.
Another resource available is the Reading and Homework Club. Mrs. Yoffa has
opened the library each morning from 8 to 8:30 a.m. for students to complete
homework, study for tests, or enjoy reading books.

Horace Ensign
2000 Cliff Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663 • 949/515-6910

Estancia High School (9–12)
2323 Placentia Ave., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 • 949/515-6500

A Reason to Celebrate
Recognition and celebration are major themes this year at

Estancia High School.
Each quarter a special event recognizes over 70 students for

their academic achievements, improvement and/or citizenship. Our
parents are invited to attend this event and help join us in cele-
brating their accomplishments.

In early March, Estancia will be acknowledging those students
who were selected by their teachers as “Student of the Quarter”
for the second quarter of the school year. We will also be recog-
nizing the students who earned a 3.5 GPA or more during the first

semester, as well as those with perfect attendance and the English-language
learners who were recently reclassified as English proficient.

A list of the students who are recognized each quarter is on display at the
campus bulletin board. It is also posted on the school’s Web site and sent to all of
our families via School Loop.

Over the winter break the Estancia and Tewinkle Schools Foundation funded
the painting of an Honor Wall on the Estancia campus. This recognizes all of the
school valedictorians dating back to our first graduating class. It will also serve as
a daily reminder about our focus on learning.

To celebrate the great dedication of our school employees, each month the
Estancia staff nominates a special certificated and classified staff member. These
individuals are then recognized at our monthly staff meetings.

Early College High School (9–12)
2990 Mesa Verde Dr., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/241-6108

Getting Ahead
The Orange County Register recently named ECHS as one of

the 2012 best public high schools in Orange County. All of the high
schools were ranked upon their academic accomplishments and
preparation for college. In the end ECHS was awarded the level of
silver medal status, the No. 1 academic standing and the No. 5
overall.

“Our shared attitude just proves that any student, regardless of
background, can be successful if they are motivated,” said Anne
Zachan, an English teacher and senior project coordinator at

ECHS. She added that, “Students at ECHS know we have high expectations and
they know the teachers will help them reach their goals.”

Noted one of our seniors, Alec Victor: “If you’re adamant about going to 
college, then this is the school to come to, because this school is so focused on
academics.”

For many ECHS students the decision to attend boils down to two main 
factors: the fact that they can save money and also get college credit while 
completing their high school diploma. “I think Early College gives you a competitive
edge,” said junior McKenna Gordon, who wants to go directly to a four-year 
college after graduation. “This shows the colleges that I’m definitely ready to 
succeed.” 

In March, ECHS will begin accepting applications for the next school year.
Applications can be found on the school’s Web site, at earlycollege.nmusd.us.

Kathy Slawson
Principal

Cheryl Beck
Principal

Intermediate School (7–8)

Dr. Gloria Duncan
Principal

Kirk Bauermeister
Principal

New Orchestra Class
(Please see our article on the front page.)

Are you looking for me
for the contest on page 14?

ProActive Counseling
Children • Teens • Families

In-home Counseling • Parent Coaching

Call (949) 554-4688
2400 W. Coast Hwy, Suite I
Newport Beach, CA 92663

www.proactivecounseling.com

Christina Hoferer, LCSW & 
Keira Merkovsky, LCSW

We Can Help:
• Reduce Conflict in your Home
• Improve Friendships for 

your Child
• Decrease Negative Behaviors 

at Home and at School


